St. Monica's Newsletter A

2025 Term 3 - End of August Edition

St. Monica’s acknowledges the traditional custodians of this land, the Wurunjeri
people of the Kulin Nation. We pay our respect to Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander cultures; and to Elders both past, present and emerging.

We’re here to learn.
We’re here to make a difference.

5103%%1533 | can be safe.
I can be respectful.
I can be responsible.
I can be resilient.

Principal's Message
Dear Families,

Last week (27/8), we took the time to remember and celebrate St Monica, the special saint our
school is named after. Her life shows us the importance of never giving up, having strong faith
and caring for others. St Monica lived a very long time ago in North Africa, in the 4th century.
She was the mother of St Augustine, one of the greatest teachers in the Church. Life was not
always easy for Monica. Her husband could be unkind and her son, Augustine, made choices
that worried her. But Monica never stopped loving them. She kept praying for them and
believed they could change. And they did! Her husband became a Christian and her son
Augustine turned his life around and became a saint.

What can we learn from St Monica?
e She teaches us to keep trying, even when things are hard.
e She shows us that small acts of love and care can make a big difference.
e She reminds us to be patient and never lose hope.

St Monica’s story tells us that even when things seem impossible, love and faith can do
amazing things. At St Monica’s, our motto is “We’re here to make a difference.” Like St

Monica, we want to make a difference in our school and in the lees of others by showmg

kindness, having faith and never giving up.
May we always have the hope and faith that St Monica had.

Andrea




Loving God,

our patron and guide.
She teaches us to be patient,
to never give up,
and to always keep hope in our hearts.

Like St Monica,
help us to make a difference
in our school, our families
and our world.
Give us strength when things are hard
and fill us with kindness
and love for others.

Bless our St Monica’s community,
that we may live our motto every day:
“We’re here to make a difference.”
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St Monica,pray for us.

Amen.




Saint
Monica’s
Feast Day




- Celebrating 35 Years of Priesthood
Father Philip

,ﬁ“ﬁ( On Saturday 23rd August members of the
~ Parish and school community came togather to
honour Father Philip on an incredible milestone
— 35 years of dedicated service as a priest.

Father Philip’s joyfulness, warm spirit and
constant smile have touched so many lives. His
kindness, wisdom and unwavering faith make
him such a blessing to our community.

Thank you, Father Philip, for your ministry,
your care and for inspiring us all to live
with faith and love.

May God continue to bless you in your
journey ahead.




An important message
from Senior Constable Daniel

VICTORIA POLICE

At St Monica’s, there are dedicated parking and drop-off areas, but these only
work if we all follow the rules.
Parking signs are not just suggestions — they are there to protect our kids.
When we park in the wrong place, even “just for a minute”:
¢ It can block the view for other drivers
¢ |t can force kids to cross the road in unsafe spots
¢ |t creates congestion that puts everyone at risk
Did you know?
A child can’t be seen by a driver if they are within 2 metres of the front or rear
of a car. lllegal parking makes this worse.
Stopping in No Stopping zones reduces visibility and creates blind spots.
School speed zones are in place when kids are most at risk
(8-9.30am and 2.30-4pm on school days).
Double parking isn’t just illegal — it’s dangerous. It forces children to walk
between cars and increases the chance of an accident.
Here’s how you can help keep our kids safe:
v/ Always follow the parking signs — they are designed with children’s safety in
mind.
/ Use the designated drop-off and pick-up areas — these spots keep traffic
moving and protect kids.
/ Don’t double park or stop in No Stopping zones — it may seem quicker, but it
creates danger for children crossing.
/ Be patient and stay alert — kids can be unpredictable near roads.
By following these simple steps, we can work together to keep St Monica’s a
safe and happy place for every child.
Thank you for doing your part.

Make sure you wave if you see me on the road!

Senior Constable Daniel
Victoria Police



An important message
from Senior Constable Daniel

VICTORIA POLICE

Tai Trudng St Monica’s, chung t6i co nhitng khu vuc dau xe va dén/tra hoc sinh
riéng biét, nhung nhitng khu vuc nay chi phat huy hiéu qua khi tat ca ching ta
tuan tha dung quy dinh.

Bién bao diu xe khong chi la gdi y — chiing dudc dat ra dé bdo vé su an toan cla
con em chung ta.

Khi ching ta diu xe sai cho, du chi “mét phut”:

. Cé thé che khuat tdm nhin cta cdc tai x& khac
. Cé thé budc tré em phai bing qua dudng & nhiing vi tri khdng an toan
. GA&y ra tinh trang un tic, khién moi ngudi gap nguy hiém

Ban cé biét khéng?

Tré em khéng thé dudc tai x& nhin thiy néu ching ding trong vong 2 mét
trudc hodac sau xe. Dau xe sai quy dinh lam cho tinh trang nay nghiém trong
han.

Dung xe 8 khu vuc cdm dirng lAm gidm tam nhin va tao ra diém mu.
Gidi han t6c dd trong khu vuc truéng hoc dudc ap dung vao nhitng thai diém
tré em cé nguy c6 cao nhat
(8:00-9:30 sdng va 2:30-4:00 chiéu cic ngay di hoc).
D4u xe hai hang khéng chi la pham ludt — ma con cuc ky nguy hiém. N6 budc
tré em phai di gilta cac xe, lam tang nguy ca tai nan.
D3y la cach ban cé thé giup gilt an toan cho con em ching ta:
/ Ludn tuan thu cic bién bdo dau xe — ching dudc thiét ké vi su an toan cha tré
em.
/ St dung didng khu vuc ddén va tra hoc sinh — nhitng vi tri nay gitp giao thong
théng sudt va bao vé tré em.
v/ Khéng dau xe hai hang hodc ditng & khu vuc cdm difng — cé thé nhanh hon,
nhung tao ra nguy hiém cho tré khi bang qua dudng.

/ Hay kién nhan va tip trung quan sat — tré em cé thé bat ng& chay ra dudng.
Bang cach lam theo nhitng budc daon gian nay, chiing ta cé thé cung nhau gilt
cho St Monica’s la mdt ndi an toan va vui vé cho tat ca tré em.

Cam dn ban da chung tay!

Nhé vay tay chao néu ban thay toi trén dudng nhé!

Si Quan Canh Sat Daniel
Canh Sat Victoria



/p‘i\ -?-ma"'“: PBL Routines - Road Safety, Car to School Footpath

Malbourne Archdiocese
Catholic Schosls

1. | car park options at School -In the 5
minute drop off zone alongside the
school/church -In the median strip
car park -Along Conway's side of
the street.

2. | Please do not park in front of the
“KEEP CLEAR” areq, this is for the
safety of all students.

3. | Wingfield St, on the school side, is
a 5 minute parking area only.
Please do not park and leave
your car.

This space is for dropping off
students.

When parking along the side of
the road, students should exit
from the left hand side of the car
only (they should not go on the
roadside).

Ifyou parkin the median car
S. park, exit the car on the left
hand side.

A family member must walk
their child/student to the
school side footpath.

If you park on Conway's side of

the road, make your way to the
zebra crossings at either end
of Wingdfield St and cross with
a family member.

7. | Young students should be
holding a family member's
hands when crossing the road.

“Children under 10 have underdeveloped peripheral
vision, which makes it difficult for them to see and
react to hazards in their surroundings, particularly
vehicles, when crossing roads”




Why do | need aroll pass?

If you come to school after the bell, you need to stop at the office to get a late pass.

This helps us:

1. Know you're here — So we don’t worry about you.

2. Tell your teacher, the pass shows your teacher you've checked in.
Keep track, we write down who is late so our records are right.

So if you're late, that’s okay, just come to the office first and get your roll pass.

Fostacray

I\
y/ L\ '?' aencs2  PBLRoutines - Arriving late to school
g B “It's great to see you.”

1. The bell goes at
8:50am, this is when the
gates will close.

2. If | come to school after
8:50am | need to go
through the office.

3. | I'say’hi'to Annain the -
office and take a Roll Pass. RD‘.L PASS

4. | |then move safely to
my classroom.

5. | place my roll pass into You've arrived and we
the roll pass tub and are ready to learn
together.

quietly join my class
activity.
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Thank you for supporting
our Book Week Parade.




DISTRICT ATHLETICS
2IST AUGUST

On Thursday, 21st August,we were very fortunate tohave a perfect

sunny day forthe District Athletics, held at the Moonee Valley
Athletics Centre in Moonee Ponds. Our school competed against
- seven other schools, with 40 students proudly representing us across
dlfferent age groups and events. We are extremely proud of our
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Psychological Counselling
Available
Terms 3 & 4

What: Psychological counselling sessions
When: Tuesdays throughout Term 3 & 4
Where: St Monica’s Primary School
Who: Liam Edwards
(Provisional Psychologists) from DKM Psychology
Cost: FREE

DKM
PSYCH LOGY




Introducing Liam from DKM
Psychology

Liam Edwards is completing his Masters in Educational and
Developmental Psychology at the Australian Catholic University.
He is completing his final field placement at
DKM Psychology.

They can provide support to children attending St Monica’s
Primary School in areas such as:

Neurodivergence (Autism & ADHD)
Emotion regulation
Social skills
Life transitions and adjustment issues
Behavioural concerns

Self-esteem

Depression
Anxiety O

DKM
PSYCH LOGY



SPREAD THE WORD

FOUNDATION/PREP TASTER DAYS

An invitation to all 3YQO, 4YO and 5YO preschool children to get
a taste of school life at St Monica’s.

Tue 5 Aug - Library Story Time - 9.30 - 10.30am
Fri 8 Aug - Art Adventures - 9.30 - 10.30am
Wed 27 Aug - St Monica’s Talent Show - 1.30 - 3.15pm
Mon 15 Sept - Let’s Get Physical - 9.30 - 10.30am

Please register via QR code. Places are limited.

If none of the these times suit you, please contact the school to arrange a school tour by
appointment.
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Save the
dates

Sacramental Dates 2025

for Catholic students

Sacrament Year Level Date

First Reconciliation 3 Term 2, Week 5

Monday 23rd June
Time: 2:30pm (

Venue: St Monica's Church

Term 3, Week 7

Thursday 4th September

Time: 5:00pm
Venue: St Monica's Church

Term 4, Week 10

Sunday 7th December

Time: 2:00pm

Venue: St Patrick's Cathedral, East Melbourne




School Closure Days in 2025

These dotes are aligned with the MACS Vision for Instruction and our School Improvement
Plan and Annual Action Plan

Term 1
Flawrishing Learners Wast Conference Tuesday March 11th {revised date)

Te NEW IH;TE/'
Professional Leaming Fridgl/sth May 2

Friday éth June

Term 3
Professional Learning Friclay 15th August

Term 4

Mondoy 3rd Movember (the following doy is
also the Melbourne Cup Public Holiday -
school is closed)

Tirme in liew for staff

Last day of school for students
Tuesday 16th Decemier

Lost day for staff - Wednesday 17th December
Time in liew doys - Thursdoy 18th Dec and Friday 19th December

ST MONICA'S
Catholic Primary School

Footscray

fe're here to make a differance




Melbourne Archdiocese
Catholic Schools

5T MOMICA'S
SCHOOL

Vd A\
A [4

Annual Report to the School Communit

We're pleased to share the 2024 Annual
Report with our school community. A digital
copy is available on our website and printed

copies can be found in the school foyer.
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primary music
education specialists

X g
Y e SPECIAL OFFER! Y- n

For New Students in 2025.
Get two lessons

when you sign up for a full-term of instrumental music lessons, for
any instrument of your choosing!

HOW TO CLAIM:
Simply write "FREE LESSON” in the notes section of the application
form to receive the Free Lesson!

T&C’s apply. Get in touch for more information.

e | Info@juniorrockers.com Www.juniorrockers.com




Enrolments open for 2027
Limited places available for 2026

BOOKATALK & TOUR | =z

register via website www.sccmelb.catholiceduauor@Rcode | FRgtoha,
93219200 ‘ =
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ALLGIRLS
SUPERKICK

CENTRE

MISSION WHITTEN OVAL

 DATES

SATURDAY, /6 AUGUST
SATURDAY, 30 AUGUST
SUNDAY, 2/ SEPTEMBER
FRIDAY, 26 SEPTEMBER
FRIDAY, /0 OCTOBER







